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Goals 
 

• Provide state‐of‐the‐art 

curricula, programs and 

teaching models 

• Provide a stimulating, 

clean, and safe environ‐

ment for children, stu‐

dents  and families. 

• Provide research opportu‐

nities related to children’s 

development. 

The Early Childhood 
Center (ECC) is a pro-
gram in the Depart-
ment of Human  
Development and 
Family Studies 
(HDFS).  The  
purpose of the Center 
is to involve graduate 
and undergraduate 
students in internship 
and other training ex-
periences with young 
children, to serve the 
needs of children and 
families for half-day or 
full-day enriched edu-
cational experiences, 
and to provide oppor-
tunities for research  
conducted by faculty 
members and stu-
dents.   
 
The core mission of 
the ECC is to educate 
and train students 
about how to work 
with young children 
and their families.  
This is accomplished 
through student teach-

ing, observations, and 
post lab experiences.   
 
Students completing 
ECC internships and 
practicum experi-
ences are consistently 
sought out to work in  
settings throughout 
the community includ-
ing preschool and ele-
mentary classrooms, 
and as administrators 
and staff in other hu-
man service profes-
sional settings.   
 
The ECC provides a  
service to the Colo-
rado State University 
and Fort Collins com-
munities by  offering 
high quality, develop-
mentally appropriate 
programs for young 
children.   
 
Key aspects of the 
ECC include: 
• A diverse and in-

ternational        
program 

• Collaboration 
within the Univer-
sity, including 
HDFS’s Marriage 
and Family Ther-
apy Program, the 
Department of 
Food Science and 
Human Nutrition, 
the School of Edu-
cation, and others 

• Exposure to cut-
ting edge early 
childhood          
curricula. 

• Student teaching 
placements for 
CSU’s Early Child-
hood Education 
Licensure         
Program. 


